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An old Chinese proverb says:
"Do not grasp the brush before the spirit and the thoughts are concentrated.”

This part of the creative process--the beginning part--needs to be handled with the same
sort of attention as given to the later stroking. This is where you envision the potential;
this is where you sort out the variables for the dish you are about to concoct.

Why go for the same automatic cold rice, when almond gai-ding or egg foo-yong could
be in the wok? A list of creative ingredients is valuable. Every artist needs his or her own,
and they ought to be reassessed regularly. I'm not saying this is anyway near definitive
but right now I'm playing with extenders, texture gels, glazes, giant brushes, wire
brushes, combs, plastic scrapers, sponges, little rollers, linen rags. The mere thought of
these tools and media when projected onto a blank canvas widens the range of
possibilities. With retooling, the compositions, motifs, and passages change as the mind
morphs with them.

The possibility of possibilities turns jobs into adventures. Having said that, the thoughtful
and intelligent elimination of variables works too. How to simplify; how to have form
follow function. The architect's job holds its own joy--and while results and outcomes
can't be too finely predicted in a creative process, the payoff is that desire and resolve
are better honed in this zone.
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Thinking things out in advance also leads to economy and freshness in the production
zone. You empower yourself to be casual and fluent. Unpleasant overworking and
compositional boo-boos have a better chance of being avoided.

And hey, it's not always easy.

But the idea of all this early thinking and visualizing is to make later activities both more
professional and a little easier. And best of all it helps your finished product to look like it
was all so easy. And that makes everybody else crazy. And that's the idea.

Best regards,
Robert

PS: "Easy is right. Begin right and you will be easy. Continue easy and you are right. The
right way to go easy is to forget the right way, and forget that the going is easy." --
Chuang Tzu

. Esoterica: Economy of process is improved by re-addressing your familiar order of
doing things.

. Take satisfaction in the idea that every individual work may require or even
demand a different order.

. Foreground--background, subject--surround, dark--light, strong--weak, soft--hard,
big--small.

« Our minds are made for yin and yang.

If you would like to comment on this letter or give your own thoughts, systems or
opinions, please do so by e-mailing Robert.

Purchase a copy of Robert Genn's "The Painter's Keys" - the seminar in a book for
artists and all creative people - online at:
http://www.painterskeys.com/purchase_TPK.htm

To see some art work by Robert Genn, click on the thumbnails below:

"Self Portrait with Emily"
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%71 Robert and Emily in his studio

1 Robert painting on location
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The Clay Alley: For all your polymer clay supplies. Premo, hinged tins, eraser clay,
PearlEXx, tools, Weldbond glue.
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Polka Dot Creations: Choose from our wide selection of polymer clay instructional books
and videos, most at 20% OFF list price. Or drop by and reserve copies of this season’s

forthcoming titles at an even higher discount. Indulge in a piece of delicious eye-candy,
or learn an amazing new technique from the masters of the medium!
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Simply Darling Creations, Inc.: Offering the Darlin' Designer Disk TM. Shaped extrusions

are now possible! 200 incredible detailed shapes arranged in 20 Theme Kits at a very
affordable price.



mailto:polyzine@pcpolyzine.com
http://www.pcpolyzine.com/
http://www.clayalley.com/
http://www.clarkesworld.com/crafts/
http://www.simplydarling.com/

Uvw

XY Z



	pcpolyzine.com
	Robert Genn October 2002 Polymer Clay Polyzine
	Advertisers' Page Polymer Clay Polyzine


