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It's craziness around here! We are starting to 
advertise and starting to pay for submissions, so I 
am learning the business of business. I just want 
to thank all of you -- and you know who you are! -- 
for your patience with my learning curve!

I never know what to write in the editor's letter. Do I use this space as a missive for some 
stand that I believe in firmly (can't think of one, and besides, Tommie does that very 
nicely!). Do I use this space to talk about the process of putting a magazine together? Do 
I use this space to call for ideas for future issues?

I really don't know. Perhaps some of you out there could help me out -- what is the 
purpose of the editor's letter? What kinds of things could I be doing with this space?

And now that I've rambled a decent amount, and feel the letter is now properly long 
enough, I'll end with this little tidbit:

What do chocolate chip cookies and babies have in common?

The answer next month.

Deirdre 
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Dear Editor:

I have asked in another forum about making faux 
ivory slabs for knife handles. These would be 
scrimshawed, glued onto the blade with aircraft 
epoxy, and have pins through the slabs.

I received some conflicting answers--not durable 
enough, too brittle, and would break if the knife 
were dropped. Another answer was positive-- that 
clay polymer was ok to use on a knife handle.

What is your opinion ?

An alternate ivory is available at most every knife 
supply company. Would it be more durable and 
more economically feasible than making my own 
slabs ? 

Thank you from a novice at making Polymer clay 
items.

William F. Wall 
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Dear William:

My opinion is that thick, more durable (the Fimos, the Premos), and properly conditioned 
clay would be no problem. I know a woman who makes polymer clay serving spoon and 
silverware handles, and she has no problems with them. 

Experiment -- create one knife using the polymer clay, then another knife using the ivory 
you can purchase. See which one works better for you and stands up to the tasks you 
need it for. 

Good luck!

Deirdre 

Hi Deirdre,

I enjoy reading your website each month, please put me on your mailing list.

Just to let you know, your website downloads beautifully on my machine (a Mac G4 with 
a sloooow internet connection). Even the images show up quickly. It means that I can 
concentrate on content and not on the mechanics of the download process.

And speaking of content, your information is clearly presented with a minimum of fussy, 
nonessential details. Even I, a lowly beginner, can follow the steps to create some rather 
classy-looking projects.

Thank you for all your hard work; it shows.

Sincerely,
Robin Hoffmann 

Hello,



this just a thank you for your magazine...Love it.....and really enjoyed the trip at craft fair 
AND thank you for the websites....another AND I really enjoy all the special artists who 
share their special skills....

Pat from naples fl. 

Dear Tommie, 

I agree, crafting is certainly a viable full time business as long as you are willing to "do 
what it takes" to make yourself successful. I have a few suggestions of my own for those 
folks getting started: 

Go out and buy Wendy Rosen's Crafting as a Business, Second Edition. Wendy has 
been around crafting for a very long time, and is a well known wholesale promoter, 
among her many other talents. This book is a culmination of advice she has gathered for 
crafters over the years, and is an invaluable resource. Wendy also publishes an online 
magazine called Niche, which can be found at www.nichemagazine.com. 

I would also strongly suggest getting a subscription to The Crafts Report, which is a 
business oriented professional journal for crafts people. The Crafts Report highlighted 
results of the survey you mention in this column a few months ago, and they often 
highlight particular artists, geographic regions, trends in crafting, etc. They are also on 
the web at www.craftsreport.com. 

Regards, 
Carol Deminski 
Leapfrog Studio 
cdeminski@aol.com 

Dear Editor:

http://www.nichemagazine.com/
http://www.craftsreport.com/


On one of Queen Carol's shows from last season or the season prior, there was a guest 
who demonstrated how to modify a caulking gun to chamber a klay gun. I gave her 
instructions a try and found them wanting as the gun kept slipping. So I took the liberty to 
modify the instructions along the way I created mine. Here is the resulting instruction 
page and photos.

http://www.shuttlekraft.com/polymer_clay_extruder_helper.htm

You are welcome to use the text and the pics or the link as you see fit! :^)

Daibhaid O'broder

Dear Daibhaid:

Thank you very much!

Deirdre

http://www.shuttlekraft.com/polymer_clay_extruder_helper.htm
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This month, we welcome Sheila to the world of 
polymer clay—She has several questions. Thanks, 
Sheila, for writing!

1. What is the best way to clean the pasta 
machine with each change of color?

You can use baby wipes. They work very well for 
hand cleaning, wiping up the work surface, 
cleaning off tools, and even cleaning the rollers of 
your pasta machine. If you can find a wipe with 
alcohol, even better. I use wipes without alcohol, 
but drop some alcohol on my wipes before using 
them on the machine. That way, I have alcohol for 
the extra cleaning on the pasta machine's steel, 
but don't have the alcohol drying my hands.

2. Sculpey clay is brittle, but can be mixed with Fimo and Premo for better 
strength...correct?

Yes, that would strengthen the Sculpey, as would mixing it with Cernit, which is also a 
very strong clay when cured. Mixing clays will impart properties of each clay into the 
finished product. I have heard that using about a 60-40 proportion of one of the stronger 
clays to the Sculpey is the way to go. Mixing clays is also a very good way to custom 
design your own colors.

3. I'm very limited to clay in my town, so I am limited to mostly on-line ordering, 
any company you would suggest?

I would suggest Polymer Clay Express, Wee Folk, the Clay Factory , or Clay Alley. There 
are also other craft companies online, and some with paper catalogs, as well. If you run a 
web search for polymer clay sales, you will have plenty of sources!

mailto:beginners@pcpolyzine.com
http://www.pcpolyzine.com/0202feb/beginners.pdf
http://www.pcpolyzine.com/submissions.html
http://www.pcpolyzine.com/advertising/mediakit.html
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http://www.polymerclayexpress.com/
http://www.weefolk.com/
http://www.clayfactoryinc.com/
http://www.clayalley.com/


4. What magazine for "projects" would be good to start out with?

You're in the right place here! You can access past issues and find projects for making 
just about anything! On the web, Polymer Clay Central has all kinds of projects and 
tutorials, as does Polymer Clay Haven. There are also mini lessons available at Polymer 
Clay Express. These are just a few of the more popular sites. I would suggest a Google 
search for polymer clay projects. Be sure to take plenty of time, because there are 
HOURS of reading ahead of you! 

Also, many of the craft magazines are now offering polymer clay projects. One is Jewelry 
Crafts, and another is Bead and Button.

Inspiration can come from many sources; one of my favorites is the Carol Duvall Show at 
HGTV. This link will take you to her list of projects for each week. Polymer clay projects 
are abundant there.

5. I Hope I have the right e-mail address for this question :)

Sure enough! That's why we're here! If you are new to polymer clay, or have questions at 
any time, I would love to hear from you. E-mail me anytime at 
beginners@pcpolyzine.com.

So—on to Spring!

Deb 

http://www.polymerclaycentral.com/
http://www.polymerclayhaven.com/
http://www.polymerclayexpress.com/
http://www.polymerclayexpress.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.jewelrycrafts.com/
http://www.jewelrycrafts.com/
http://www.beadandbutton.com/
http://www.hgtv.com/HGTV/show/0,1102,CRHO_show_21,FF.html
mailto:
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Every month, in addition to comments, corrections, 
and additions, we get a lot of questions. To make it 
easier to find the questions, and their answers, we 
will occasionally publish a question and answer 
column to answer those questions not sent to the 
Beginners' Corner.

We encourage you to send in your questions, so 
we all can learn!

Hi, 

Just found your Polyzine today. Read all the back issues. I'm hooked. 

Technical question: I've always finished my metal creations in a rock tumbler. As a clay 
newbie, I wonder if clay creations can be tumbled. I saw in one of your back issues that 
Elise Winters had experimented with this. 

Is there any way to contact Elise or to get more info on clay tumbling without ordering the 
back issue of Jewelry Craft mentioned? (I don't mind paying for the magazine. I'm just 
impatient to learn.) 

So far, I've found that 3-4 hours in a rotary tumbler with steel shot improves the clay 
surface to come degree, but hand polishing is still necessary. I'll be interested to hear if 
anyone else has finished clay in either a rotary or vibratory tumbler. 

Thanks in advance, 

Julie Morrison 
Greeneville TN 

PS: I sympathize about your recent trip into computer hell. I've always wondered how so 
many unrelated things can go wrong at once. I think the computer can smell our fear.
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Dear Julie:

The rock tumbler question is a long-debated question. Are you a member of the 
polymerclaypeople mailing list, housed at groups.yahoo.com? If not, you should become 
a member, and do a search in their archives re: rock tumblers. People have been 
experimenting with these for years now, trying to find an easier way to polish beads. 

Also, Glass Attic has an entire section dedicated to tumbling. Go to Glass Attic, scroll 
down to the table of contents to Finishing, and click on "sanding, buffing, tumbling." Go to 
the end of this page and you will find a very long section on tumbling.

Deirdre 

Dear Editor:

I am new at polymer clay-ing and have encounter a problem. I covered a little jar with a 
skinner blend black fading to gold. It came out looking good but when I started sanding it 
the black started looking really dull. It looked great when it was wet but when it was dry it 
didn't look black more gray. Did I do something wrong? 

Thanks for your help. I love your site. 

Kay

Dear Kay:

You didn't do anything wrong! The sanding makes the clay dull, and you need to buff 
after sanding to bring back up the shine. 

You can buff in two ways -- by hand or by machine. By hand, you can take an old piece 
of denim, and start rubbing away until the shine comes back. 

By machine, you can use either a Dremel rotary tool (a small tool) or a rotary sander (big 
tool), both with muslin buffing wheels attached. Both tool can be found at an home 
improvement store, and in the September 2001 issue of Polyzine, Desiree McCrorey has 

http://groups.yahoo.com/
http://www.glassattic.com/


a great article on making a dremel buffing wheel. 

Deirdre 

Dear Editor:

Do you have any idea where Margi Laurin gives lessons in Polymer Clay in Canada. 

Thank you, 
Pat Burns

Hi Pat! 

I wrote a quick note to Margi, who wrote back to say the following: 

Unfortunately, right now, I am not offering many workshops. I have just finished a large 
show in Toronto and am preparing for another one in March. 

However, there will be some workshops offered at the Carol Segal Studio of Fine Arts in 
Montreal in the summer/fall of 2002. Here is the link: 
http://ww.total.net/~caroles/artnetwork/works.htm . [People] can check periodically to see 
if there is a date set. 

Thanks again 

Margi Laurin

I hope this helps!

Deirdre 

http://www.pcpolyzine.com/september2001/dremel2.html
http://www.pcpolyzine.com/0202feb/

http://ww.total.net/~caroles/artnetwork/works.htm


Dear Deirdre:

Does anyone have tips for micromosaic using the reverse method?

Eva

Dear Readers:

Can anyone help Eva? 

Deirdre 

Hello. 

I was enjoying your older newsletters and found in one from Feb. 2001, Dianne Cook's 
article called "Beginning Techniques Using Buna Cord...". I tried to email her but the info 
is not current. 

I need to find a source for Buna Cord. Can anyone there help? A Canadian source would 
be preferred but is not necessary. 

Thanks, 
Barb Alexander 
Victoria, BC Canada

Dear Barb: Buna cord, also known as Buna N (Nitrile) Cord and Nitrile, can be found at 
the following on-line places:

●     Polymer Clay Express 
●     United Rubber Supply Company 
●     Netherland Rubber Comany 
●     Liberty Tool 

By the looks of these sites, I'd suggest you try your local rubber, gasket, or even 
plumbing supply company. I bet they would have some. Ask for buna, but if they give you 
a blank stare, ask for nitrile.

http://www.polymerclayexpress.com/
http://www.canalrubber.com/44.html
http://www.netherlandrubber.com/
http://www.libtool.com/product.htm


Deirdre 

Dear Deirdre:

I'd like to get together with others who share this interest and wondered if any of your 
subscribers live in Colorado Springs? I've checked into a Polymer Guild but with no luck. 
The Rocky Mountain Polymer Guild's email wasn't working. I'd appreciate any leads you 
might have. You haven't let me down yet! :-) 

Thanks a million.

Tejae 

Dear Readers:

Anyone out there in Tejae's neck of the woods?

Deirdre 
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Learning to make jewelry is a fairly difficult 
prospect, especially if you are, as I suspect many 
of us are, attempting to learn the art alone in your 
craft room, with only the computer and a book from 
the library to help you.

Over the next several months, we will publish a 
series of articles on jewelry findings, and supply a 
list of places where these findings can be 
purchased. If you have any suggestions for kinds 
of findings you would like to know more about, 
please feel free to e-mail us!

The Basics

What are findings?
Findings are the pieces you need to turn your artwork into a useable necklace, bracelet, 
pin, earring, ring, etc. The category includes everything from pin backs to spacer beads 
to cording.

What do I need to work with findings?
Although findings are the pieces you use to turn artwork into jewelry, you also need 
some tools to work with findings.

Most importantly are pliers, which come in a variety of types. Here is a list of basic pliers:
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Round nose pliers: Round nose pliers are designed 
to form loops and curves. Also known as rosary 
pliers, these pliers are essential if you want to make 
loops for earrings and other projects. They come in 
two sizes, generally -- regular and small. You want to 
purchase good quality round nose pliers. Look for 
pliers whose shanks touch at the top. 

 

Flat/bent nose pliers: Flat or bent nose pliers are 
designed to hold wire firmly and to make sharp 
bends and right angles with wire. They come with 
serrated and non-serrated faces. Serrated faces 
have a stronger grip, but non-serrated faces don't 
leave any marks. 

 

Chain nose pliers: Chain nose pliers are 
designed to close bead tips and to crimp crimp 
beads. They also allow you to get into very 
small spaces to squeeze shut the final tip of 
any wire you might be wrapping. 



 

Wire cutter: Wire cutters are designed to cut hard 
wires, except for Memory wire, which needs it's own 
special wire cutter.

 

Nippers: Nippers are designed to cut soft wires. 

 

Crimpers: Crimpers are designed to crimp crimp 
beads into a round form, instead of squishing them, 
as regular pliers do. 



 

Split ring pliers: Split ring pliers are designed 
to open split rings so you can easily attach 
them to jump rings, clasps, charms, or 
anything else requiring a split ring.

As with any purchase, you have a choice to make. You can purchase cheap tools that 
will get the job done ($5 - $15 range), or you can purchase more expensive tools that will 
get the job done right ($15+).

 

If you want to make designs out of wire, you will 
need a jig, also. 

A jig is very simple in principle. It is a flat board with 
holes, and comes with pegs in a variety of sizes. 
Depending on the size and position of the pegs, 
when you wrap your wires around them, you will get 
different sized wire loops.

You can purchase any of these supplies at a variety of sources on-line. Check out 
Yahoo's list of jewelry making supplies or About's jewelry making supplies list, or run a 
search on Google or Altavista for jewelry making supplies.

http://search.yahoo.com/bin/search?p=jewelry+making+supplies
http://search.about.com/fullsearch.htm?meta=rs&terms=Jewelry+Making+Supplies
http://www.google.com/
http://www.altavista.com/
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The hydrangea cane is a whole new way to think about clay. 
Polymer clay (I use Premo) is the only product that will allow 
you to create feathers and leaves and an infinite assortment 
of blossoms! 

  

 

To make the blossoms pictured above, go to the Hydrangea Cane lesson at Polymer Clay Central and 
work through the directions given there.

They may seem a bit daunting, but as you work through them, step-by-step, the process becomes very 
clear and simple.
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As you make more and more blossoms, experiment with the 
design. Try these for layers in your blossom and see what can 
happen!

1: marbled purple and translucent; 2: white; 3: translucent and 
purple
4: translucent and green; 5: translucent; 6: translucent and 
purple 

 

Another idea is to use a Skinner blend as one of the layers. The 
results are very lovely.

Once you have the basic principle of the blossom down, making feathers and leaves is simple. The 
process is just the same as making blossoms, with one or two changes.

To begin your feathers and leaves, start by creating four sheets of design for each of the three following 
projects: Leaf 1, Leaf 2, and Feather. 



 
 

Leaf 1 consists of the following: 4: white and translucent; 3: translucent and purple; 2: translucent and 
gold; 1: green

Leaf 2 consists of the following: 4: translucent and white; 3: purple and translucent; 2: gold and 
translucent; 1: translucent and green marble

Feather consists of the following: 4: translucent and white; 3: translucent and purple; 2: white; 1. 
translucent and purple and white marble 

 

Stack your layers in order, with 1 on the bottom. To the right, 
you can see the three finished stacks, all with 4 on top.



 

Now cut your stacks into 1/6th or 1/8th slices (here I cut 
in 1/10ths and 1/12).

 

Start stacking the pieces on top of each other until they are all 
stacked.

It is important at this stage to be aware of the orientation of 
each slice and of the growing cane.

Using the picture as your model, build a stack using the far left 
slice as your starting point.

Note how the slice get turn onto its narrow right side as you are 
building the cane.

 

Next you need to reduce the stack. Again, you need to keep 
track of the sides to make sure the cane is reducing in the 
direction you want.



 

Once the cane is long enough but still a workable size, cut it in 
half.

 

Turn the left slice one quarter to the left, so the interior side 
becomes the side facing you. Turn the right slice one quarter 
turn to the right, so the interioir side becomes the side facing 
you.

What you should see is two identical mirror images. Apply a thin 
layer of light or dark clay between your two slices, so your order 
from left to right is slice, thin layer, slice. Press all three 
together, and you've formed a vein between the two slices.

 

After you have pressed the three together firmly, you will have a 
cane that looks something like this (this one is actually a flower 
cane -- yours will look more feather or leaf-like).

Now you can start to shape your square cane into a feather or leaf. Pince the top corners together all along 
the length and pinch the bottom corners together all along the length. 

Round it off. Reduce. Shape and use. 

Here are some photos of a phoenix I made using this feather technique:





Have fun. Share your stuff! 

Peace be with you. 

Dawn:) 

Dawn's Webpage 

mailto:dn1st@yahoo.com
http://mywebpage.netscape.com/dn537/homepage.html
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