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It's craziness around here! We are starting to 
advertise and starting to pay for submissions, so I 
am learning the business of business. I just want 
to thank all of you -- and you know who you are! -- 
for your patience with my learning curve!

I never know what to write in the editor's letter. Do I use this space as a missive for some 
stand that I believe in firmly (can't think of one, and besides, Tommie does that very 
nicely!). Do I use this space to talk about the process of putting a magazine together? Do 
I use this space to call for ideas for future issues?

I really don't know. Perhaps some of you out there could help me out -- what is the 
purpose of the editor's letter? What kinds of things could I be doing with this space?

And now that I've rambled a decent amount, and feel the letter is now properly long 
enough, I'll end with this little tidbit:

What do chocolate chip cookies and babies have in common?

The answer next month.

Deirdre 
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Dear Editor:

I have asked in another forum about making faux 
ivory slabs for knife handles. These would be 
scrimshawed, glued onto the blade with aircraft 
epoxy, and have pins through the slabs.

I received some conflicting answers--not durable 
enough, too brittle, and would break if the knife 
were dropped. Another answer was positive-- that 
clay polymer was ok to use on a knife handle.

What is your opinion ?

An alternate ivory is available at most every knife 
supply company. Would it be more durable and 
more economically feasible than making my own 
slabs ? 

Thank you from a novice at making Polymer clay 
items.

William F. Wall 
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Dear William:

My opinion is that thick, more durable (the Fimos, the Premos), and properly conditioned 
clay would be no problem. I know a woman who makes polymer clay serving spoon and 
silverware handles, and she has no problems with them. 

Experiment -- create one knife using the polymer clay, then another knife using the ivory 
you can purchase. See which one works better for you and stands up to the tasks you 
need it for. 

Good luck!

Deirdre 

Hi Deirdre,

I enjoy reading your website each month, please put me on your mailing list.

Just to let you know, your website downloads beautifully on my machine (a Mac G4 with 
a sloooow internet connection). Even the images show up quickly. It means that I can 
concentrate on content and not on the mechanics of the download process.

And speaking of content, your information is clearly presented with a minimum of fussy, 
nonessential details. Even I, a lowly beginner, can follow the steps to create some rather 
classy-looking projects.

Thank you for all your hard work; it shows.

Sincerely,
Robin Hoffmann 

Hello,



this just a thank you for your magazine...Love it.....and really enjoyed the trip at craft fair 
AND thank you for the websites....another AND I really enjoy all the special artists who 
share their special skills....

Pat from naples fl. 

Dear Tommie, 

I agree, crafting is certainly a viable full time business as long as you are willing to "do 
what it takes" to make yourself successful. I have a few suggestions of my own for those 
folks getting started: 

Go out and buy Wendy Rosen's Crafting as a Business, Second Edition. Wendy has 
been around crafting for a very long time, and is a well known wholesale promoter, 
among her many other talents. This book is a culmination of advice she has gathered for 
crafters over the years, and is an invaluable resource. Wendy also publishes an online 
magazine called Niche, which can be found at www.nichemagazine.com. 

I would also strongly suggest getting a subscription to The Crafts Report, which is a 
business oriented professional journal for crafts people. The Crafts Report highlighted 
results of the survey you mention in this column a few months ago, and they often 
highlight particular artists, geographic regions, trends in crafting, etc. They are also on 
the web at www.craftsreport.com. 

Regards, 
Carol Deminski 
Leapfrog Studio 
cdeminski@aol.com 

Dear Editor:

http://www.nichemagazine.com/
http://www.craftsreport.com/


On one of Queen Carol's shows from last season or the season prior, there was a guest 
who demonstrated how to modify a caulking gun to chamber a klay gun. I gave her 
instructions a try and found them wanting as the gun kept slipping. So I took the liberty to 
modify the instructions along the way I created mine. Here is the resulting instruction 
page and photos.

http://www.shuttlekraft.com/polymer_clay_extruder_helper.htm

You are welcome to use the text and the pics or the link as you see fit! :^)

Daibhaid O'broder

Dear Daibhaid:

Thank you very much!

Deirdre

http://www.shuttlekraft.com/polymer_clay_extruder_helper.htm
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This month, we welcome Sheila to the world of 
polymer clay—She has several questions. Thanks, 
Sheila, for writing!

1. What is the best way to clean the pasta 
machine with each change of color?

You can use baby wipes. They work very well for 
hand cleaning, wiping up the work surface, 
cleaning off tools, and even cleaning the rollers of 
your pasta machine. If you can find a wipe with 
alcohol, even better. I use wipes without alcohol, 
but drop some alcohol on my wipes before using 
them on the machine. That way, I have alcohol for 
the extra cleaning on the pasta machine's steel, 
but don't have the alcohol drying my hands.

2. Sculpey clay is brittle, but can be mixed with Fimo and Premo for better 
strength...correct?

Yes, that would strengthen the Sculpey, as would mixing it with Cernit, which is also a 
very strong clay when cured. Mixing clays will impart properties of each clay into the 
finished product. I have heard that using about a 60-40 proportion of one of the stronger 
clays to the Sculpey is the way to go. Mixing clays is also a very good way to custom 
design your own colors.

3. I'm very limited to clay in my town, so I am limited to mostly on-line ordering, 
any company you would suggest?

I would suggest Polymer Clay Express, Wee Folk, the Clay Factory , or Clay Alley. There 
are also other craft companies online, and some with paper catalogs, as well. If you run a 
web search for polymer clay sales, you will have plenty of sources!
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4. What magazine for "projects" would be good to start out with?

You're in the right place here! You can access past issues and find projects for making 
just about anything! On the web, Polymer Clay Central has all kinds of projects and 
tutorials, as does Polymer Clay Haven. There are also mini lessons available at Polymer 
Clay Express. These are just a few of the more popular sites. I would suggest a Google 
search for polymer clay projects. Be sure to take plenty of time, because there are 
HOURS of reading ahead of you! 

Also, many of the craft magazines are now offering polymer clay projects. One is Jewelry 
Crafts, and another is Bead and Button.

Inspiration can come from many sources; one of my favorites is the Carol Duvall Show at 
HGTV. This link will take you to her list of projects for each week. Polymer clay projects 
are abundant there.

5. I Hope I have the right e-mail address for this question :)

Sure enough! That's why we're here! If you are new to polymer clay, or have questions at 
any time, I would love to hear from you. E-mail me anytime at 
beginners@pcpolyzine.com.

So—on to Spring!

Deb 

http://www.polymerclaycentral.com/
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Every month, in addition to comments, corrections, 
and additions, we get a lot of questions. To make it 
easier to find the questions, and their answers, we 
will occasionally publish a question and answer 
column to answer those questions not sent to the 
Beginners' Corner.

We encourage you to send in your questions, so 
we all can learn!

Hi, 

Just found your Polyzine today. Read all the back issues. I'm hooked. 

Technical question: I've always finished my metal creations in a rock tumbler. As a clay 
newbie, I wonder if clay creations can be tumbled. I saw in one of your back issues that 
Elise Winters had experimented with this. 

Is there any way to contact Elise or to get more info on clay tumbling without ordering the 
back issue of Jewelry Craft mentioned? (I don't mind paying for the magazine. I'm just 
impatient to learn.) 

So far, I've found that 3-4 hours in a rotary tumbler with steel shot improves the clay 
surface to come degree, but hand polishing is still necessary. I'll be interested to hear if 
anyone else has finished clay in either a rotary or vibratory tumbler. 

Thanks in advance, 

Julie Morrison 
Greeneville TN 

PS: I sympathize about your recent trip into computer hell. I've always wondered how so 
many unrelated things can go wrong at once. I think the computer can smell our fear.
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